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Researchers: Large Language Family Had Ancient Origins in China

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/researchers-large-language-family-
had-ancient-origins-in-china-/6311043.html

A recent study has followed the origins, or beginnings, of the family of
languages that include modern Japanese, Korean, Turkish and Mongolian.
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The findings show a shared genetic ancestry for the hundreds of millions of
people who speak what the researchers call Transeurasian languages.
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Such languages had their origin with millet farmers who lived in an area in
northeastern China about 9,000 years ago.
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Millet is a small, round whole grain. It was an important early crop as hunter-
gatherers became farmers.
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The study’s findings show how the use of agriculture following the Ice Age
powered the movements of some of the world's major language families.
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History

There are 98 Transeurasian languages. Among these are Korean and Japanese
as well as several Turkic languages, Mongolic languages, and Tungusic
languages in Manchuria and Siberia.

F?VXJ~?V7%@98§%%@$? ZOHIZIE, HEEEES HAGEDIX
D, W ONDT 2/)V7 REihk, B ANVRERE. WY T Oy T
Hﬂﬁﬁa%aihfwi?

The language family's beginnings were followed to ancient millet farmers in
the Liao River valley. The area includes parts of the Chinese provinces of
Liaoning and Jilin, as well as Inner Mongolia.
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As the ancient farmers moved across northeastern Asia, related languages
spread into Siberia, Korea and Japan over thousands of years.
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The research highlighted the complex beginnings of modern populations and
cultures.
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Martine Robbeets is head of the Archaeolinguistic Research Group at the Max
Planck Institute for the Science of Human History in Germany. She is also the
lead writer of the study that appeared in the publication Nature.
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Robbeets said people often think of Japan, Korea and China as powerful
nations representing one language, one culture and one people.
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“But a truth that makes people with nationalist agendas uncomfortable is
that all languages, cultures and humans, including those in Asia, are mixed,"
Robbeets said.
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She added, "Accepting that the roots of one's language, culture or people lie
beyond the present national boundaries is a kind of surrender of identity,
which some people are not yet prepared to make.”
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Methods
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The researchers studied data of vocabulary from the 98 languages. They
identified a group of words related to agriculture and created a language
family tree.
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Mark Hudson, a co-lead writer of the study, said the researchers examined
data from 255 archaeological sites in China, Japan, Korea and eastern Russia.
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They studied ancient objects including pottery, stone tools and plant and
animal remains. They also included the dating of 269 ancient crop remains
from different areas.
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The researchers found that farmers in northeastern China eventually grew rice
and wheat along with millet. The crops spread along with farming populations
to Korea by about 1300 BC and from there to Japan after about 1000 BC.
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The researchers performed genetic studies on ancient remains of 23 people
and examined data on others who lived in North and East Asia as long as
9,500 years ago.
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For example, a woman's remains found in Yokchido in South Korea had 95
percent ancestry from Japan's ancient Jomon people. This suggests her recent
ancestors had come from over the sea.
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"It is surprising to see that ancient Koreans reflect Jomon ancestry, which so
far had only been detected in Japan," Robbeets said.
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The origins of modern Chinese languages came about independently, although
millet was also involved.

The origins of modern Chinese languages came about independently, although
millet was also involved.

While the early speakers of the Transeurasian languages grew broomcorn
millet in the Liao River valley, the early speakers of the Sino-Tibetan language
family farmed foxtail millet at around the same time in China's Yellow River
area.
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This led to different language movements over time, Robbeets suggested.
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I’'m John Russell.

Will Dunham reported on this story for Reuters. John Russell adapted it for
Learning English. Hai Do was the editor.



